Jats who are neither Sikh nor Moslem, but are Hindu of
ordinary type and fair social status.

Thus we have the southern portion calling themselves
Jats who are all Hindus. We have the northern branch,
those who live in the Punjab, calling themselves Jat, and
they may be Hindus, Sikhs or Moslems but are chiefly Sikhs
and form the backbone of that community.

A word here of the Sikhs, who will be also treated under
religion. The Sikhs are not a race, but are a community,
though no doubt the isolation of their religion, if it continues,
may some day entitle them to be a race, since races grow
by methods of insulation. Anyone may be a Sikh, but the
conversions to the reformed religion first preached by Baba
Nanak, a high-caste Hindu in the days of Martin Luther, is
practically confined to the Punjab and very largely to that
magnificent sturdy peasantry of the Jat race aforesaid. Their
sturdy qualities are immensely stimulated by the tenets of
Singhism, the militant brotherhood of the faith to which
the Sikhs, i.e. disciples, were brought in the days of their
famous tenth Guru or successor to the leadership of Baba
Nanak.

THE LANGUAGES OF INDIA

Though language is no definite proof of racial origin, yet
language is inseparably bound up therewith, and an outline
of the languages of India may best be included in this chapter
on race.

The tongues of India are infinite, some being but ancient
developments from a common stock, others of entirely different
origin and matrix. The number of different languages, and
even those of a common stock are so divergent as to be entirely
distinct, is well over two hundred. It is perhaps only the
amazing diligence of German linguists that can fully probe
the problem. Apart from the general interest of so important
a subject, there are the phenomena of derelict and island
tongues, much as the Basque and the Etruscan in Southern
Europe, which are full of romantic suggestions of a still un-
probed past.